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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Ms. Penny 
Caudle on 3/5/07. 

Following claims has been amended as follows: 

I . A method for controlling access to an access protected unit, the method comprising: 
reading at least one pair of absolute coordinates from an encoded base; 

checking if the pair of coordinates are within a coordinate area belonging to an authorized 

user; and 

granting access by the authorized user to the access protected unit if the coordinates are within the 
coordinate area belonging to the authorized use r, otherwise denying access: and wherein reading at least 
one pair of absolute coordinates from an encoded based includes recording a pattern from the base with a 
digital pen, and converting the recorded pattern into a pair of coordinates. 

1 2. (Canceled). 

II. A system for controlling a user's access to an access protected unit, comprising: 
a user unit for reading at least one pair of absolute coordinates; and 

a checking device which determines whether the at least one pair of coordinates are 
associated with at least one coordinate area belonging to an authorized user for authorizing access to the 
access-protected unit, and providing an enabling signal to the access protected unit when the checking 
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device determines that access is authorize d, wherein the user unit is further operable to read a sequence of 
coordinate pairs which describe displacement of the user unit when a user is writing with the user unit. 

14. (Canceled). 

15. The system of claim 44 11 wherein the checking device is operable to compare the 
sequence of coordinate pairs with a stored sequence of coordinate pairs and, on the basis of a favorable 
comparison, to provide an enabling signal to the access protected unit. 

30. A checking device for checking a user's access to an access protected unit, the checking 
device comprising: 

memory for storing information about at least one coordinate area; and a processor 

operative to: 

receive at least one pair of absolute coordinates; 

determine whether the at least one pair of coordinates are associated with the stored information 
for authorizing access to the access-protected unit; 

provide an enabling signal to the access-protected unit if the processor determines that access is 
authorize d: read an identification code from a digital pen: 

check if the identification code from the digital pen corresponds to an authorized identification 
code: and grant access by the user to the access protected unit if the identification code from the digital 
pen corresponds to the authorized identification code. 



42. (Canceled). 
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43. A computer-readable medium containing instructions for controlling access to an access 
protected unit, the instructions comprising: 

reading at least one pair of absolute coordinates from a base; 

checking if the pair of coordinates are within a coordinate area belonging to an authorized user; 
and granting access by the authorized user to the access protected unit if the coordinates are within the 
coordinate area belonging to the authorized use r, otherwise denying access: and 

wherein reading the at least one pair of coordinates includes recording a pattern from the base 
with a digital pen, and converting the pattern into a pair of coordinates. 

44. (Canceled) 

59. A base for controlling access to an access protected unit; comprising: 
a substrate; 

a writing field associated with the substrate; and 

a position coding pattern associated with the writing field, wherein the position coding pattern 
encodes at least one pair of absolute coordinate positions used to grant access authorization , whereby the 
position coding pattern is read during an unformatted displacement of a user unit over the writing field, 
and wherein the user unit is configured to convert the position coding pattern to the at least one pair of 
coordinates. 

60. (Canceled) 

61 . The base according to claim 60 59 , wherein the user unit is configured to read a 
sequence of coordinate pairs describing the displacement of the user unit, and further wherein the 
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sequence of coordinate pairs are compared to a stored sequence of coordinate pairs for granting access 
authorization. 

71 . (New) The method according to claim 65, further comprising: 
checking if the pair of coordinates are within a coordinate area belonging to an authorized user. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to HOSUK SONG whose telephone number is 5712723857. The examiner can normally be 
reached on mon-fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, KIM 
VU can be reached on 5712723859. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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